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TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE UNITED PARISHES OF sr. 
 MAGNUS, anne, AND ST. MARGARET, NEW 
 FISH-STREET. | 


© Beloved Brethren ! Ręſpected Friends! 


| Acceer | this humble teſtimony of 


my dutiful regard for all your devout defires—You 


were pleaſed to expreſs an opinion, that this Diſ- 
_ courſe might be uſeful, if printed ; and I ſubmit, 


with great ſatisfaction, to a ſolicitation, guarded by 


ſo pious an hope; equally honourable in you, as 
dee e to me. on 'Y : y 


| 


For the ſpace of 'nigetechs years, wherein I have 


been enabled, by the goodneſs of God, to exerciſe 
the function of a Preacher of the Goſpel, T have 


aſpired after no other fruit of my labours—and I 
could attain none better - than their benefiting thoſe 


I have been appointed to inſtruct. In this view, 
in the preſent 1 rat 75 my > aid my 
„ ſucceſs. ; 
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Be this and every miniſtration of mine, be that 
—of every Spiritual Guide, —an acceptable offeting 


to HIM who C ſent us forth,” to ſhew our unfeigned 
« love” to the © Shepherd” by ly feeding 


. his Sheep!“ 


In, with ſentiments of fincere affeftion, 


£9 Au 7 e, unde & ineing}ba zeal, 


ie I our ; cordial r 5 riend i in Chri 7, 


* sib church Yard, 
: 
May 1 hr 
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Pr the plan ors our 1 was COPE in 
Itſelf, and marvellous i in its accompliſhment, I hope it were 
| needleſs for me to prove, to perſons who profeſs t to admire i its 
efficacy, and to abide by the duties it ſpecifies., Uunſervicea- 
ble, alſo, ſhould I conſider it, to employ your attention to A 
repetition of the plain progreſs theredf ip its moſt copſpicuous 
parts. The greateſt part of religious audiences are not 6 
ignorant as they are indifferent. This indifference 785 
and to warm the heart that is cold to deygtion, be our dy . 
. ang our care: to the ſpirit which can melt the to NI 
enliven that which is dead we offer up aur ardent "a * 
that our n, wer de bleſſed with effef. 2 


After c many ages have elapſed ſince the em 
Jeſus, and ſo many faithful followers have. lived. in the belief, 
c we truſt 


= you 


2, 


a to I he IN EF aha 4 — 1 2 


Vou can need no differtation | to . the . but are 
diſpoſed to abide by the principles of your profeſſion and to 


lay no other foundation than that that is laid.” We affect 


no learning, then, and we can uſe no deſign ; we only wiſh to 


\* tranſport you in imagination to the ſepulchre hewn from 


the rock; to carry you, on a day of ſuch eventful recol- 


lection, along with the affectionatm women; and to intereſt | 
you in the EvintJnfortiztion, while you comply with the 
angelic requeſt : / Fear not ye: for I know that ye ſeck | 


e Jeſus which was crucified. He is not here: ſor he is riſen, 
« as he . Nene ſee the We where the Lord lay.” 3 85 
. to uch a 3 you 2 will bring g your beſt neben-, | 
and be ready with the weeping penitent, when afedingly 
| called ” Mary,” as 5 _ gladly to d reply. cc Rabboni 35 


f 


The laudable care our b 5 taken, and the care y kick | 
you either have, or which you ſhould have, taken to obey her | 


C 


| be Uitle room PEE my rout up your £0" with the 
recital of them now. Different as has been your frame of 


7 mind, with which Lyon b have > contemplated the nr wm, ſtory, 


contemplations ſhould lead you, Have you been of thoſe, 


DD who, after fair promiſes of inviolable fidelity and love to thei 
Lord and Maſter, diſcoyer their attachment only while © no 


- man ſpeaks againſt him,” and who, at the apprehenſion of 


ſufferings and death—follow = afar off,” and only reſort to 


the ruler” 5 houſe,” —to the © hall of judgment.“ to deny 


e that they know the man,” have not the workiugs of the 


_ bleſſed ſpirit checked your deſertion 6 and humbled you under 
a ſenſe of weakneſs and want of truth! ? Having followed the 
N TT: thebugh! the worſt of of his character, have 


3 1 5 — f * 
+ 5 5 . 2 N 


**. 


you not haſtened to'imitate him in the better hour of his re- 
collection when he remembered the word of Jeſus,” and 
«« when he thought thereon, he wept ?” Or are you of the 
number of thoſe tender hearts, diſpoſed. to miniſter to the 


Saviour of the world, amid all his woes and in all his wants 


to accompany him in the train of Jeruſalem's daughters, with 


| your tears to his croſs ; and to take your penſive ſtation, 


«© over againſt: the ſepulchre,” where his body was laid ; to 


wait the promiſes of God, and believe in his power? 


3 CET: Ef q Fx 
4 1 £ q 


When 'Jeſus gave up the ghoſt,” it appeared a tempo- 


rary triumph to Death and Hell: but long they were not to 
enjoy their miſtaken victory. By this debaſement; the * ran- 


« ſom was found;” and the period brought on, when that pra- 


- miſe ſhould be completed, O Death, I will be thy plagues ; 


O Grave, I will be thy deſtruction * æ The malice of the 
Devil, and the malice of his ſervants, tried their laſt efforts, 
and they tried them in vain. When the Juſtice: of God was 


once appeaſed, the powers FP darkneſs were eaſily overcome. 


The chief prieſts and Phariſees came together unto Pilate, . 


« ſaying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver ſaid while he 


«<<: was yet alive, after three days I will rife again. Command | 
Le therefore; that the ſepulchre be made ſure until the third 
day, left his diſciples come by night, and ſteal him away, 


« and ſay unto the people, He is riſen from the dead, ſo the 


e laſt error ſhall be worſe than the firſt. Pilate ſaid "unto. _ 


«« them, ye have a watch: go your way, make it as ſure as ye 


can ſo they went and made the ſepulchre 8 OY mo 


| e ts” a8 ee 
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| Here — al the was a markings! If the prophet whe | 
lion's den, when the ſtone that covered its mouth was ſealed 
with the king's ſignet and the ſignet of all his lords, that the 
| oo purpoſe of death might not be changed, if the prophet: 


B 2 had 


224 —-—! es: 


1 


&- 


had become the lion's prey an innocent man had perithed, 
and a nation been confirmed itt its idolatry—but the evil had 
net had further oxterit. Had Job been ſuffered to pine in 
unexampled difires, and Satan heen permitted, together with 
the power over all that he had, to lay alſo his hand on his life, 

and a good man had fallen a victim to infernal hate. Yet, 


though in this world, his patience had found no reward one 


might be expected in a more equal ſtate ; and we muſt have 
been contented to forbear all judgment of the diſpenſations of 
heaven: Had Noah; with all the lives preſerved in the ark, 


ſunk, to. riſe no more, in the deluge wave—the human race 
had for its wickedneſs been cut off and the world been left a 


wilderneſs without inhabitant. - But another Adam, another 


Noah, and other Sons, might have heard the Creator's high 


command—and ſtept perfect forth into being. But at the 


ſepulchre, where a greater than Noah, than Job, or than 


Daniel lay—-greater concerns were lodged the glory of God, 


the ſalvation of Man, the bee 0 N ok e 5 


— . ho Tagy. 


Go your way; b ws fare as ow GE bs 9 
tuous, miſtaken men! Had not the errors of human - kind been 
ſhewn ſufficiently grievous, that they had brought the Son of 
God, to Wed his unconquerable glory in the tomb ; but muſt 


| n @pulehre ſave ” Were not the fins of Adam n en 
too heavy burden, but you muſt * ſeal the ſtone ? Were 
not your own iniquities a too crying abomination hut you 


muſt over him, who came to ſave you from them, be ſet- 
« ting a watch? Alas! How little knew you, what ye did! 


I he that was crucified on Calvary, were a . deceiver,” as 


ve increduloully ſuggeſted=-what needed the precaution of | 
aan TROY 


corſe ! 


D— 


8. 


worſe! That his diſciples would ſteal him away, was a vain ' 


turmiſe ; and contrary to all ſober reaſoning ; for thoſe very 


_ Uiſciples «© underſtood not,” then, © what the riſing from the 


% dead ſhould mean”—and it is never to he credited that 
8 would be at pains to perſuade others of what they be- 
lie ved not themſelves: eſpecially, when ſuch a conduct expoſed 
them to every danger, and promiſed them not one advantage. 
And if he were not a deceiver—but indeed the Chriſt, he 
« that ſhould come,” to unbar the gates of death, and to let 
the «captive of fin go free” how unavailing were your weak 
and impious attempts to oppoſe the power of the Almighty ? 
I the powers of darkneſs dared not to hold * his ul in hel” 


could your ſecureſt watch confine the Holy One of Goc 


in the abodes of * corruption?” League and unite you might 
in evil counſel ; but apainft the power of -Omnipotence can 


no counſel! ſtand-—He ſhall ſend his meſſenger that hall Gir. 


comfit your beft-laid' projects —and ſhew how unſubſtantial 


is all created ſtrength, oppoſed to his Almighty arm. In 


«© the end of the ſabbath, as it began to dawn towards the 


e firſt day of the week, came Mary Magdalene, and the other 


% Mary, to ſee the ſepulchre.” No vain curioſity drew them 

«hither ; but attached to jeſus, through life, they came pre- 
pared to honour his remains. They had not ſpent the time 
In fitting idly * over againſt the fepulchre” they had. bought 


«ſweet ſpices,” and were come that they might * anoint 
him“ — as was the cuſtom obſerved at the funerals of the 


Jews. Anxious, and doubting, as might well be ſuppoſe 
they would naturally on ſuch an occaſion be, and forgetful 
| that a work had already been wrought by one of them, which 
Jeſus had foretold ſhould anſwer for his burial rites—they 
expreſſed the heſitation of their minds by the ſelf-interrogation, 


7 * Who ſhall roll us away the ſtone from the door of the Jepul- | 
e chre 2 No human afſiſtance could beltead thein here; yet 
was | fhe event more happy than they had ventured to expe. 


3 3 And 


6. 


* 


b And behold, there was a great earthquake 2 for- 1 


aof the Lord deſcended from heayen, and came and rolled 


| & back the ſtone from the door, and fat upon it. His coun- 
e tenance was like lightening, and his raiment white as ſnow.” 
| Where, ye Chief Prieſts and Phariſees, where are now. your 
_ baffled cares? The ſtone you ſo induſtriouſly ſealed, is now 
= rolled back; and the watch you ſo vigilantly ſet cannot return 
it to its place Alas! the ec keepers” you appointed, ſhake 
. for fear, and become as dead men !” Such an appearance, 
was calculated to inſpire terror, and communicate affright. — 
To the unregenerate mind, even a natural, how much more, 
then, a miraculous. event, is awful. To the Roman band, on 
the watch, a horror more diſheartenin g was comm unicated, 
than would have proceeded from the fancied appearance of all 
their deſcending gods; while even diſconſolate women, awake 
_ to every ſenſe of woe, were encouraged into confidence, in a 
better cauſe, by ſuch chearin g ſounds as theſe, <« Fear not ye: 
« for I know that ye ſeek Jeſus, which was crucified, He i is 
«© not here: for he is riſen as he ſaid. Come ſee the 5 
e er J.. 8 


2-13 3 come, ye bleſſed —— who. Fept your firſ eſtate ; 
deſcend from the realms of glory, and gain a theme of unceaſing 
wonder for your eternal ſong ! Behold how low he ſtooped, 
who being the brightneſs of your Maker's glory, and. the 
expreſs i image of his perſon,” came. down to purge away the 
ſins of men, before he took his ſeat on the right hand of the 
Majeſty « on "High! # Having by inheritance a more excellent 
ee name” than you, he js ** exalted” aboye you but i in the 
falyation of the apoſtate race of men, he condeſcended to 

| humble himſelf, below the meaneſt of your train. Have not 
| ye beheld him leave. the Eternal F ather 8 boſom, diſrobe him- 
ſelf of heavenly ſplendors, and, paſſing by your celeſtial orders, | 


take tang him the reſemblance of . 8 f ed? In his 
| labours | 


N a > 4 
3 5 


_ 


3 % 


 Jabours of humiliation for loſt mankind, you have witneſſed a 
love which none but God could ſhew. Vou attended at his | 


word, as the miniſters of his will; and were ready in legions,” 
had you ſo been commanded, to cruſh. his foes. But to fave, 
not deſtroy, was the end of his miſſion ;3—and t to accompliſh 
this grand work—you have ſeen him laid in a tomb. From 
thence, by the power of Godhead, he has riſen victorious; — 


and not to the place where he lies, are you invited. to come, 
but to ſee the < place where he lay,” To this you need not 


the invitation of a mortal's voice; for ye yourſelves are 


prompters to us, to engage our attention to thoſe myſterious 


wonders of redeeming love, into which you are repreſented ag 


deſiring to pry. Vou, from the time that one of your num- 
ber was * ſent from God to a City of Galilee,” with the 

favouring ſalutation to the eſpouſed virgin, to that in which, / 
on the Mount of Olives, two others were commiſſioned. to 
So announce to his ſorrowing followers the ſecond appearance of 
the aſcending Jeſus, —ceaſed not to eye the walk of his, virtues, 


and to hymn with rapture the manifeſtations: of his love. In 
pointing out to us an occaſion for rejoicing you add to your 
own happineſs, while you ſet forth the ways of God. Looking 
upon us as younger brethren, highly favoured, every means of 
our redemption is not more maryellous in our eyes, than it I 


pleaſing to yours; and we are warranted to belieye, that you _ 


anticipate, in glad tranſport, the ſeaſon of compleated bliſs, 

when the gratitude of the redeemed of the Lord Jeſus ſhall be 
heard. in the choir of heaven :—and thoſe who have moſt faith» 
fully looked where he . lay shall be We where he 
45 e for ever and er 


1 3 * 


w MF Et 


| Ro Ew ye, allo, P "RO of darkneſs! Arif 7 ls . regions | 
of deſpair, ye ſpirits accurſed! Come, and if your e at 


the ſight will let you, . ſee the place where the Lord” —0 
AR our Sayiour * 15 What have ye now. to 5 
N wn Hop Hort topongh 


r 
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8. 
FED? You hate wha üpon the juſtiee of wa er Lak 


| Becauſe the puiiſſiment of man was reſpited—you chid the 


long delay. You were impatient for companions in torture; 
And you inceſſantly called for the forfeited life. You little 
Thagined there could have been found a ranfom 3 but that 


ES Etfing man muſt have through eternity deplored the miſt * 
| He incurred by hearkening utito you. But a compleat ranſom 


m=eternal thanks to the all- mertiful Jehovah, has been found; 
Atid whit Tay ye now! You beguiled the natural repreſent- 
Atives of all mankind, till, by diſobeying their Maker's com- 
mand, they incurred the penalty of death ; and you waited 
With infernal malice, when fran's fatal error ould bring him 


His your pride ant untempted rebellion had condemned 
Fou. With pleafire a-Kin to your deprived natures, conye- 


wilt to our dark abode, you taoked to ſes that deadly blow | 
ited, under which the race of fleſh muſt have eternally 
Kink; ind i the thitft ö your horror you had a gleam of 


J in ehithkthg Mat God's Perfect work thould be marred— 
And hls B16 "obſcured by Your envisus device. With aug- 


Hibiited- aifgutih, did you ſee tlie Power, Whoſe * ſervice was 
* perfect freedom?” Lund yet you ungratefully ſhook” off, 
Vetotne our fbederal head- and to the confuſton of all your 
faith thachinations, cbndleſcend in our arte to fulfill afl 
riphteonſnels, and in our ſteatl to ſuffer all the pains incurred; 
Walle, „ as by mah came Yeath, by man ſhould come alſo the 
b pefurrettion of the dead.“ Around this great «ſecond 
Work Al your terrified powers were united to diſappoint 
the graelbus purpoſes of Heaven. Over the © firſf you had 
found an eaſy victory; and in one hapteſs moment, e forfeited 7 


his 6wn—and the hopes of his race: the latter, for forty days, 
Fou tated Without effet. The one being blefſed in all the 


Abüntkande of paradllſe, you deceived with the fruit of nie 
interdicted tree; the other, faſting in thewildernefs, —with all 
Me pleafures, *power, und hotivurs of empires, crowns,” and 
. on tried and 18 e in vain! | | 


9. 


Baffled in one mode of attack, you fetured te andther, 
equally fruitiefs. Him you could not tempt, you endæaveured 
to terrify. With all the hardſhips of the arduous work, you 
_ attempted to frighten him from the performance. What te 


| hid to accompliſh, with all poſſible Aiffeulties you Impededs 


whit he had to endure, you magnified, with all the extremities 
of pain — of death and of hell! Compelled to confeſs his 
power, you ſought to abridge its exerciſe ; and deſperate in 
your reſources, dreading the time when his juſt vengeance 
ſhould torment you—haſtened the provocatioti of the * keel” 
=tnmindful that the ſtroke was ſo ſpeedily to return And 
for ever < bruiſe” your own preſumptuous * heud.”” For 
this, into a Judas you etitered with the ſop—for this you'tnade 
Pilate and Herell friend. For this you taught cruvlty'to plat 
its thorny crown ;—and inſtigated ſhame, your om offspring, 
to load with reproaches the ignominious croſs. For this you 
| lifted the vinegar'd ſputige—and thruſt the piercing ſpear. 
For this you guided the ſealing of the ſtone 3—for this you 
preſeribed the witch=*© Come, and behold” to your bven 
ns Mas ee 5 


It is not to be expetited, n When 
the = Angel clothed in White,” deſcended from the abodes, 
where you once were bleſſed . twas time for you to retire 
and to hide your couEEæ Hwnees in the loweſt depths of hell. 
The recollection of yottt Wiſappointed malice, you can never 
hide. It ſhall fe, unallayed by the flight of ages, 40 Ning 
you with freſhetied torttire through All etermty's unbounded 
ſpace. You had Man apparently in your power—and «thi 
Son of Man“ In the ſepulchre; but you could not keep 
them there. By his bwn power the latter aroſe ;j=and being 
« ſifted up“ hinifeff, has “drawn all men after Hit ht 
delivered us from the fear of death, from the bondage of fin, 
and the horrors of the grave j=-atid trampled upon yeur fruſ. 
trate power, and in eternal ſilence buried all your falſchoods, 
Fe : But. 


4 


10. 


- But, chief, ye ſinners of Adam's race, Come“ ye, and 
s ſee. the place where the Lord lay.“ You are the occaſion ; 
and for you the benefit is procured. Had Jeius never ſut- 
fered,/ we mult all have been now in hell had he ſuffered, 

and never riſen. from the grave, no hopes of heaven had ever 


reached us. Come, then, wretched ſinners, and view, with 


| | wonder, with remorſe, ws with e the place where the 
ä e | 


1 fay, view it with 9 Behold, with ſentiments of 
dievout aſtoniſhment, the marvellous work of love that has 
been wrought for you... Greater love hath no inan than 
e this, that a man ſhould lay down his life for his friend; 
but God hath 'tommended his love towards us, in that while 
e were yet enemies, Chriſt died for us, the Juſt for the 
- +, unjuſt, that he might bring us unto God.“ Fallen as was 
aur condition, and alienated as was our temper, had the Al- 
mighty Being whom we had offended, ſent one of his miniſter- 
ing ſpirits to hold any converſe with us in our low eſtate, we 
ſhould have had reaſon. to admire the condeſcenſion; what in- 
nitely greater reaſon has he afforded,us, in that he * ſpared 
| « not his on ſon— but gave him up to death for us all!“ — 
We had loſt all claim upon his goodneſs; and we could har⸗ 
dour no expectation of ſuch boundleſs grace. Yet ſuch bound- | 
bis grace has been exemplified in our behalf. The ſecond 
Perſon af the glorious Trinity, ſtept in between us aud ruin ; 
.. and © falvation was laid upon him that was mighty to fave !'* 
2 Wa effechuate this ſalvation, he deſcended from the courts! : 
above. He ſubmitted to all the labours and the trials of a 
inal, ſuffering life. He bore the reproach of ſinners whom. 
be came to redeem the: in gratitude of wretches whoſe wounds 
be came to cure the male volence and hate of thoſe that were 
dead in treſpaſſes to we he came, that he might 
communicate life. ; Prepared - to do the will of God," Fe 0D. 
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. our place, he lifted from our: Ahe dene the yoke of a2 
burthenſomę diſpenſation and ſubſtituted in its room that 
4 ceaſy duty and that © new commandment,” to “s believe in 
« him,” and to * love one another.” Having fulfilled his me- 
 diatorial office, in reſpect of righteouſneſs, he carried his obe- 
dience further ;—and that he might offer up a full, a perfect, 
and ſufficient oblation and ſatisfaction for the ſins of the whole 
world, became obedient to death, even the death of the'croſs. 
« He was taken from priſon and from judgment and who 
« ſhall declare his generation? He was cut off from the land 
« of the living—for mortal tranſgreſſions was he ſtricken. 
He made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
«© his death; although he himſelf had done no violence, nei- 
« ther was any deceit in his mouth=—yet-it pleaſed the Lord 
to bruiſe him—and on him were laid the iniquities of as 
75 all. Is there in all this, nothing to excite our pious won- 
| der and amaze ? Any remarkable appearance of nature 
8 any extraordinary i invention of men, ſhall incite our fur= i 
priſe, and engage our greedy attention; and are the ſacred 
| myſteries and the grand events of our redemption is the ſin- 
. | gular goodneſs of our Redeemer.— to be paſſed by unnoticed, 
or be reflected on without ſuitahle veneration and praiſe ? 
Shall the birth - place of ſome fellow - mortal, celebrated for his 
natural talents, his acquired powers, or his renowned actions, 
be ſought after with curious avidity, or contended for by 
5 ecmulous nations; ſhall the tomb, where their duſt lies in 
A . fellowſhip. with the worms, be. reſorted to with ſympathetic | 
13 attachment, and honoured with the tears of genius, flowing 
be | - profuſely on the periſhingyrn—ſhall ſuch be the remembrance 
of men like ourſelves, in hoſe merits or in whoſe atchiev- 
ments we have no eſſential intereſts concerned. and ſhall not 
the Babe at Bethlehem, and the Sepulchre in Gethſemane, 
beget i in us more anxiety—and prompt us to more accute 
Fon. That God ſhould be incarnate, i is a ſubject for our 
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3 Jeſs Would be laid bo the 
totob--anſt needs Rtrike ws as a debaſement, anti an inſtance - 
af cottpaffion, A 
ee e e 0 


* dior, Sale. ut mo dier l wich eyes of neee w., 
Econdliy. dire our rontemplations thither, white our hearts 
are filletl with remorſe.—<See the place where he was laid, and 
think. on who at was that laid him there! He came unto 
„his own, and they,“ inſteud of < reariving him, perſe- 

_ cuter him to the tomb. An! think not that it was only 
e Hetrod's mon of war that < fet Him at nought,” —that 
it was the . band which ted Him forth to be crucified” alone, 
who obliged him to · bear his-crofs ; believe not that it was 
| Gnffly the Jews —cthat refuſed Him to be their King, and pre- 
Karre a mnutdorer, te their Suvieur ? In the guilt of reject- 

nung him, of denying him, of erütffying him, and of laying 

ain in eh ſcputhre--e are all involvetl. t hatl been little 
have born the maliee ef one people; and if one people 
any Had been te be reſcued, little had been the Falvation that 

8 was woought. Nut uch the intention of the Godl of all fleth, 

df *hemniterfat Saviour; and vol Tuch the preffure or the 

labour he ſuſtuineũ in carrying that intention into effect. 
Fer ul manùνiue poured forth his Hlood; and the guilt ani 
Aiobeiliende uf all the then exiſting Kindretis of the earth— - þ 
| the gitilt and diſnbedienre of ull puſt, and all future gener. | 
tions; was daid mpon Him to boar. In undertaking and exe- | 
_ cativg'this anus work, tow matchieſs the love! how u. 
exmpled the Giferinis! Who, with ay thing of human 
nature abauthimcould antergotheterrors of the wrath of e 
God, and mot -er at the r? = Pather if it be poſ- 

_ << ible; move thiscup from me: This was tro detlining the 
taſt aſſigned hum hut it a erpHEIH Ely teaching us—how 
Ts — art ate 
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led us on to victory. For this cauſe came I to this hour. 
the cup which my Father bath given me, ſhall T net drink 
it? Not a9 I will,”'—not as human nature, afraid ta agom 
at the ſnock Would ſurmiſe “ but as thou wilt s the 
divine wiſdom. knows it neceſſary and heſt ie ſo be it dane 
and he drank it. And, is it nothing to all ' that paſs by, 9 
bchold and fee that never man's fſorrows were like his for- . 
« rows,” with which God afflicted him, for the ane 
i nnn to e and Hir! | | | 
e een agen, 0; Cs ae : 
hkeartedneſs and cruelty of the Jews—and beſtow it on your 
own. If Jeſus anderwent ſuck unequalled griefs for you, ſurely 
you diſcern that he is entitled to the beſt affections of your 
heart: and, if you love him, as certainly will you be diſpoſed | 
do conſider, with regret, the ſhare your own ſins had in adding f 
Ds; to the troubles of your Saviour. Human nature, is every | 
5 where, but from circumſtances, the ſame ;—and human vices 
| - as well as human virtues, under the controul of oyer-ruling 
3 Providence, have generally a like operation. In vain would | 
Ee: we exculpate ourſdives, by caſting all the blame upon the  - 
Y | dwellers at Jeruſalem.— The ſon of man ſuffered, 'a8 it was 
| | written, and determined in the merciful counſels of heaven, 
_ thathe'ſhould—yet, « woe” ſhall ever reſt on them by 
whom he was betrayed. Of that devoted number are we. 
By us was the meek and holy Jeſus buffeted and mocked j— 
| and we took part in the/purchaſe of the field of blood. In 
| tte unregenerate ſtate of our hearts, we are attached to powers" 
chat cannot help us; and infatuated to our on ſafety and 
true honoar, cry out with the beſotted ſlaves ani Jewry, e We 
have no king but Cæſar i I thou letteſt chis man go, thou 
« art not Ciefar's friend.” And when ungodly paſlivns lead 
out underſtandings captive to unruly defire—how aften, in 
0 the tumultuous ſtate of our minds, is uttered the diſgraceful 


5 
5 
| 
| 


: 


he | 


cry, *< ey: with this man—and give us Barabbas ? Away 
with the ſober laws and wholeſome doctrines of Chriſt; and 
give us the free indulgence of unreſtrained appetite and 
fuffer us to embrace the pleaſing deceptions of licentiouſneſs 
and gain. Repent, my brother, of theſe thy backſlidings— 
of which, as the burthen is intolerable, let the remembrance, 


I pray thee, be grievous. To which of us, is repentance an 


unneceſſary duty? Shake off thy flumbers—and with the 
afflicted Maries get thee to the ſepulchre, at the earlieſt 


dawn; and enter, with ſad reflection on thy miſdoings, the 


tomb where the Lord was laid. You will ſee the ſtone rolled 


_ away; and be dazzled with the ſplendor of. the angel, robed 


in white. Fear and aſtoniſhment may well ſeize you but, 
if you come to ſeek Jeſus. that Was | crucified you need not be 


_ affrighted. | Only remind the woe pronounced againſt you:—. 


That woe is ſtill to be averted by penitence and prayer. Let 


> penitence and prayer occupy your penſive boſom ;- and while: 


you wonder at how low the Son of God was humbled—ponder._ 
with unaffected remorſe, on his being. humbled thus for you. 
& Come,” ye ſinners that are made ſenſible to your errors 


111 in this frame of mind, “ behold the een the 


« Lord la N N 155 15 
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Beka it, A ith pn SOR, faith, _ 3 6 « Why. 


* ſeek ve the living among the dead? Fear not ye, for 4. 


6x know that ye ſeek Jeſus. He is not here: he is riſen as he 


4 ſaid.” Theſe are the cheering ſounds that viſit us from the 
ſepulchre of Chriſt and may enable thoſe who reſort thither 


t weeping,” to return with gladneſs and great joy. lt 
is here the faith of a Chriſtian begins to build up his heart. 


He goes to the. place where the Lord lay.” H eee 
at all the great things which have come to paſs his 
doubting footſteps know not well where to point. He truſted- 
25 125 it was he that ſhould. have redeemed Iſrael, — and 


ol , 149 now * 


* 5 
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UT now behold it is the third day,” and he is uncertain what to 


think. He comes and enters in—and finds: not the. body of 
'Jefus. While he is thereabout perplexed; he receives the 
heartening information, that his Saviour is (“ riſen, ” accord- 
ing to his own words, and “ gone before his diſciples. into 
Galilee.” How tranſporting ſuch tidings. to the diſconſolate 


breaſt ! Image to yourſelves, my brethren; the reſemblance 


is but a faint one, though the ſtrongeſt we can bring; image 
what your own feelings would be, ſhould you on reſorting 
with heavy heart, to the grave where the ruins of kindred 
aſtection, of natural fondneſs, of ſympathetic friendſhip—af 
youth, of vigour, and of beauty lie, in profane commixtion 
with the never animated clod ; ſhould you find the clothes 


that ſhrouded the lamented corſe laid by themſelves and 


the object of your dear regard, revived and reſtored to life 
and you, ready to ſpring into your embrace Language can 


not expreſs what you would feel. Tis all that the heart f 


the ſenſible can teach them to conceive. vet, on ſuch an 


5 event, how many diſſuaſives from indulging any immoderate 


joy! Our friend is reſtored us, tis true — but he is brought 
back from the ſhore of peace where he was quietly harboured, 

* I encounter again the- conflict of the ſtorm. Ie i is xeſtored 
| us—but not for ever—the pang of diſſolution muſt again be 
realized—the anguiſh of ſeparation again be felt. Above all, 
of how little advantage could we prove to one another? Like 
| two flowers, that ſpring up together from one ſtem, the one 
may languiſh when the other is trodden down—ox may re- 
new its bloom, when the gther is propped up Alas! when 
the ſun ſcorches, the tempeſt ſends forth its torrent, or the 

winter blaſts, they muſt doth abide the fate of their flender 
5 exiſtenee — both together fade, and wither away like the com- 
mon graſs 1/ But in the caſe where I encourage your joy; of 
which this day recalls the foundation ; ; we are lifted above thie 


level « of Prriding re and e as trees in the garden 
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to viſe—he is aſcended to your Father and his Father—to'his 
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of God, by the river of life that ſhall through unchanging 


ſeaſons yield their frait—and whoſe leaf ſhall never fade.” 
O be joyful in the Lord, then, ye redeemed of his! Break © 


torth into finging, ye that have been ſo delivered ye captives 
of fin, for whoſe precious fouls ſo coſtly a ranſom was paid. 
It has been willingly paid—and has opened to you the pof- 
emen and ſeeure enjoyment of everlaſting freedom! Aſpire 


Alter its full attainment; employ what ſhare of it is here 


allotted' you, employ it as ye ought. If . Chriſt has made 
t you free,” return not to the bondage of a broken law— 


enthrall not yourſelves again to the © beggarly elements.” If 
- Chriſt has purchaſed you for himſelf—choſen you for a peculiar 


People; fell not yourſelves to Satan — nor to his Factor the 


vorld remember the name by which you are called - believe 


In chat name, that ye may have life ; imitate his example, that 
ye may have: it more abundantly—and be . zealous,” as he 
eomminded you, be © zealous of good works” —andbe'« loving 


«6 and tender-hearted one to another — that 15 al men may 


+ /# * R a 


2 a let me t you.; let me call upon . 


e let me encourage myſelf.— not to confine the con- 
templation of our Saviour's love - to the ſcene in the garden — 


his paſſion on the croſs, or the ſepulchre where his forrowing 


_ ollowers ſaw him laid; but let us view the fame ſtriking 
_ objet—<in all his commandments, in all his ordinances, and 


all the miniftrations by which it is ſet forth. To the Lord's 


_ temple you ſhould repair — you ſhould repair to his altar 
_ with this imprefſive recollection attending, and giving fire to, 
| your devotion, that you. worſhip not only a crucified Jeſus— 


but alfo- a riſen Saviour and an exalted God. Follow him 


in tis reſurrestion—as you muſt in the reſemblance of his 


death. Riſe from the grave of fin. He has given you power 
God 
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| "God and your's—he is but gone before you to prepare ou 
<< a manſion” —and with your bodily eyes, you ſhall fee him 
come again—to take you to himſelf. Anticipate the period, 
beloyed i in Chriſt ; and if you be indeed “ riſen with him, ſet 

« your affeRions © on things above 5 on things divine and 


e 


Short, at its longeſt extent, is the date of terreſtial bleſlings; 
and little, but as it concerns eternity, are all the intereſts of 


time. From the cradle to the grave, is a weary pilgrimage : 


We have more cauſe to be thankful, than to lament, that it is 
ſoon overpaſt. To the beſt of us there are ſo many trials, to 
the happieſt of us ſo many griefs, as may make us welcome 
the ſtroke that rids us of a body of ſin—that removes us from £ 
a world of ſorrow. Come, ſee the place where the Lord 
« lay.” Go ſee the place where you ſhall ſoon lie yourſelyes. | 
hut be confident in hope—you ſhall not lie there for ever.— 
In hell was not left the Holy One” — he «© ſay not corrupt- 
« jon.” From the fears of hell, if you are not impenitent, 
you are, by his viſiting it, delivered. Corruption” it is fit 
that you ſhould ſee; but it ſhall not prevent your. putting 
ion incorruption and immortality. at the lat.” He that 
reſted in the ſepulchre at Jeruſalem, hath removed the terror : 
from the vale of death—hath diſpelled the gloom: from the 
ſhadow of the grave. He hath made it no more a pit of 
darkneſs—but changed it into a bed of reſt, where his faithful 
ſervants, diſcharged from their mortal taſks, ſhall repoſe -in 
peace their wearied fleſh, till they are called, in united fleſh 
| and ſpirit, to receive their immortal reward. 5 | 


Lord of life, of light, and of glory Revive in our - fouls, | 
ec the ſeeds of ſpiritual obedience, confidence, and j Joy. While 
e e ce in thy ſufferings, ſupport us with the re- 


e art now exalted at the right hand of God, 
% and 
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. and with the bleſſed aſſurance that thou art our Interceſſor 


= there; : andwhile we humbly endeavour to raiſe the affeQions . 


ot of our ſouls towards Thee—ſtrengthen our efforts with: thy | - Ee 
= ” eternal ſpirit—and enable us to ſhike off every wo 
| e puürthen— that would diſgrace our hopes, or retard out 
e progreſs, towards the attainment of an everlaſting crown. - 
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